STAT

D

- Ford Coppola’s unreleasa> ;:
- ble "Hammett.” ;.

R

. 80 to0 35% and rewrote the §

. The typist maybe?" It was .+ Pbated laalts
- absolutely awful. l‘w‘em‘ ,pack*'to. Joe.Gor

_ Hn thishouse..""w '*'

: happen with that,” he aayg wfﬁ
! in a soft voice."'They have},
! shot 80% of something, but }

4 TN
. 1 "I really haven't done anything i the laat 15 years
_except write and travel..1 was your Usual newspapez‘
man who was deterrnined to someday. write a novel, I

%
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' ‘The doormat at his house }ugh in the hllls of Mahbu
says “Go Away,” and after the inevitable pause to, con-
quer an urge to turn tail and run, it turns out the man
inside is a good bit. hke his literary- Ieadmg men: Ro

plot. His plots spring from the charactera, ‘a situation |
'd

: he conslructs hxs books around character far more than

..Thomaa says makes wntmg"a’gre
bl 4 : :
“'T-prefer-it that way. Yo are 'able to lore ch
thmgs as greed, loyalty and even patriotism. If I have a |
7 hobby, it's politics—as an observer andnota pamcrpant '

Thomasis droll..;; 5 4 ‘A % an
e X ymore. It has certainly been in intertestmg year for }
ugiehguéceigy ngiug;e;ri': , : ‘, ‘obsérvation 1.do use the fact that I've béen in the back !
jdeas from a post office box:: trooms where the deals are bying ciit: It thére is a trace 1
in New Jersey and then al- A Tof cyhicism inmy books, it's only badedon reality » .- ’
1

lows as'how his most re-
cent work—pre-strike—
was performing 4 salvage i
job on the script of Francts®

rig i

1"God i knows what wi

not a movie. I saved about’ §

rést. It was a case of ‘Did - "7
anybody read the script? ="

IR 100

rauch as I could.; 5+ K
{ Most of the txme¢ "‘h&mas is poundmg onhis old Adler
typewriter, turning out about 1,000-words a day on his 3
latest novel. His first, "The Cold War Swap;was pub-t
lished int 1966 and his 18th;“The Mordida Man’; {Simoh?

& Schuster: $13.95), was fust published to the usual very?
good reviews. - : y

S
Ppu:“l'.--l..

took four months’ leave finally and did'it* T sat down,
:zwrote ‘The Cold-War Swap'-anid Morrow.bought it: It
Zyyas bought by Paramount fof Steye McQueen but nevep

smade. 1 have no sad tales about the struggle to become &~
swriter,'] qulckly saw it was A good way:to male a Hv: .

ing" \\»'3 " :
=, If all that sounds too good tob
.toadmit it hasn’t gotten any easier.

%, %No. It gets harder arid harde?. Bithes that oo youget ]
amore critical. I find myself rcwriting more thah ] did atﬁ
1.first. T sometimes find myself doing a, paragraph nirie:}

txmes. 15 times. 1 don't think it irgakes much diff erent

i { 18
;' painful. But when 1t works it is. Very katisfying 1 don't
slike-to sit down'tb write}. butil;like. having written::
tThere’s a greal deal of staring at the ﬂoor that goes on
Aoy fa

c-.o.

'I'homas books contain ox'ie' elemént oeldom found in
adventure novels: wit. Arid unlike many other writers. |
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e y.z :‘I Just gave’ up on»somethmg called

7 "Until Be turried to Writing, ‘Thomas, 55, worked at ; an
fnusual variety of jobs. He graduated with an English;!
#.major from the University of Oklahoma and went. to il
work for the Daily Oklahoman, il
% 4 Twas then in political public relatlons, the PR dlrec- ’
tor for a couple of international labor unions and a radio:

1 -‘ foreign correspondent in Bonn. I.was also an account!

 executive for BBD&O out of London. They sent me to};
Africa and instructed me to pu} a little razzmatazz intoj
5 the polmcal campalgns for the first elections sinceindez! ..:
: peridence in Nigeria. My last job.was workmg for’ Jack’
Andersonin 1965 andI haven't hada Jobsince then.”i 2
Putting razzmatazz fnto an election.in Nigerla sounds
susmciously like the dort of thirig the CIA might becomé } i
involved in andithe possibility. .brings’a ‘quick: nod of;
agreement from 'I’homas Did he'in fact work for.thi

: Brushes W!th the CIA

£ %Not vnthngly. Unwittmgly, yés, They were mvolved
iin Africa1 was also involved in somethmg called Public’
Service International,‘which it turned out was ﬁnanced
3 {by the CIA; My most recent brush ith them wasa cou=
iiple” of years ago’ when for, ‘soine. réagon: they: anted.
WGBH in: boston to” make a film; 4 drama,-about " the
nightwa;_ch it /Langle _hey -sent | hg WGBH’ people‘
UL, 10 "se€ me. THE Nalion foung Out Wheré some
“£:imoney to finange the show was coming from'and v(;ote i
77an articleabout it.  haven't heard from anybody since.'? |
{:Although’ th¢' foundation_forhis, books is with, the |
characters, they also haye’ about them @ strongs sense of ¢
place, no doubt becauge;,Thornas Visits each place he
¢ writes about. He and his wife Rosalie will go to Spain
and'Portugal Jatér this year.to work’ on the novel he
-8aysiastillin geatguon’tw Gk sy Dy s 4
lmms writing ‘day;gqes {rom approxlmately 9 a m ‘to 1
‘p.m,’and he reads at the’ rate of seven to eight bodks a
:week. Somelqrg_esﬁh Tike hat he reads often he does
\ ;‘L ¥ u.}.v"'as- v‘ .' “*“‘
‘The Bram by,
Robm Cook: That | guy doesn't wnte Isall occupatmnal
£ background—-techmcal stuff..He'is not a. writer. W}}en.
gthey start’ usmg"exclamalmn’ mark§ | get susp;exgus
fright there: ¥ PRAL- SN S

2 e readmg. hes thmkm W kx n
,__hxsbooks 131 %’f g or ngo

A SipL
riting is' the most full nme occupatmn yoq c; an:
ohave." he says)“You ré involved with it in one way or
another most of your wakmg hours. If you get really -
eyolzed yqu forget aboul. yourself wh;ch is yery Ph?
. ﬂ B “‘_—,’ .L'!' ’I\"‘ " -

and | Pty
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